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òWe love taking our 14 month old 

daughter to the center.  She is 

always happy and the staff make 

it easier to leave her at just 2 

months.ó 

 

òThe program is great and 

teachers are really nice!  My son 

loves it!ó 

 

òThis program has helped 

our family out so much.  Not 

only are we able to work but we 

know our kids are in good hands 

and they are learning so much 

while in school benefits the whole 

family.ó 

 

Colusa Childrenõs Center 

 Parent quotes 

 
 



2 
 

 
 
 
 

This has been a successful and adventurous year for Colusa County Office of 

Education ð Childrenõs Services department!  With our expansion of services this 

year, we continue to accomplish our goals of making a difference in the lives of 

families and children within our community of Colusa County. 

Through the ongoing efforts of our Executive and Leadership Teams, our 

dedicated staff, instrumental Policy Council and community members, we have 

truly brought the Head Start model to life in which every child, regardless of 

circumstances at birth; have the ability to reach their full potential. With 

collaboration and stellar leadership, our program continuously provides families 

and children access to high quality early educational programs in their earliest 

and most vulnerable years.  Each day, we make a positive difference in the lives 

of children by the dedicated work and educational experiences we provide on a 

daily basis.   

 

Our Head Start and State funded programs are the foundation that builds school 

readiness and future success.  As we all know, young children today, are our 

future tomorrow. Investing in children is why we are committed to providing 

comprehensive services with excellence. 

 

                                                          

Sincerely,                                                                

 

 

 

 

Vicki Markss 
Executive Director  

Colusa County Office of Education - Childrenõs Services 

 

A Message from the Director 

 

he Director 
[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 
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The History of Head Start 
Head Start is one of the most important social and 

educational investment in our communities, children, and 

families.  The Head Start Project was launched in 1965 as 

a comprehensive child development program for children 

from birth to five years of age.  Administered by the Office 

of Head Start, the Head Start model provides a range of 

individualized services in the areas of early education, 

health, mental health, nutrition, special needs, and parent 

engagement.  Over the past 52 years, it has provided 

opportunities for success to more than 32 million low-

income and other vulnerable children and their families 

across the United States.  Head Start programs have 

remained strong even with changing fiscal and political 

surroundings because of years of success. 

 

 

 
 

Our Story & What We Do 
 

Childrenõs 
Services has a 
long tradition of 
providing 
comprehensive 
high quality 
early education 
throughout 
Colusa County.  
We are 
committed to 
preparing 
children and 
their families 
for future 
school success.  

 

CCOE ð Childrenõs Services purpose is to prepare children and their families for future success and 

opportunities for lifelong learning.   

 

We offer Early Head Start, Head Start, and State funded early care and education programs 

throughout Colusa County.  Program options include part-day, full -day, and full -year center-based 

options for ages birth-5 years.  Our Early Head Start program offers a weekly home visiting option for 

pregnant families and children up to 36 months.   

 

We operate a state funded seasonal migrant program to meet the abundant need of our rural 

community .  This center is conveniently located near the migrant camp and serves an additional 40 

children throughout the season. 

 

Our subsidized childcare services include Alternative Payment and CalWORKs programs.  

Approximately 241 children ages birth through 12 years of age received child care services offered 

through our Alternative Payment Program while 46 Licensed Daycare Providers received  professional 

development and training to ensure families who are working, in school, or training receive quality 

care our Resource and Referral Program. 

 

Total Number of Children served By CCOE Childrenõs Services:  Approximately 553 
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Our Program Philosophy 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCOE-Childrenõs Services is dedicated to enriching the lives of all children and 

families through providing high quality educational programs and 

connecting families with individualized childcare services. 

Nurturing, responsive, and consistently secure environments provide children 

with a foundation to achieve at their optimal levels of success. 

Each child is unique and learns best through intentional instruction that is 

developmentally appropriate, inclusive, and provides enriched exploration, 

discovery, and meaningful play opportunities. 

We are committed to improving excellence in Early Care and Education and 

childcare services.  Together, in collaboration with other service-driven agencies 

and parents, we strive to build positive connections between home and school 

within our community of Colusa County. 
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Our Strategic Five-Year Goals 2014-2018 
 

 

Goal #1:  

To Promote Staff Recruitment and Staff Retention 
Goal #2:  

To Make Improvements to our Departmental Organization 
Goal #3  

To Enhance Language and Literacy Development for all Children 
Goal #4  

To Increase the Quality of Early Learning that Promotes School 

Readiness 
Goal #5  

To Increase Family Engagement 
 

 

òThis program has helped our family out so much.  Not only are we able to work but we know 

our kids are in good hands and they are learning so much while in school benefits the whole 

family.ó   Colusa Preschool Learning Center parent quote. 
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Health, Mental Health, and Nutrition Services 
CCOE - Childrenõs Services supports childrenõs learning and wellness through comprehensive 

health and nutritional services.  We ensure children receive updated physicals, 

immunizations, hearing, vision, and nutritional screenings and follow up as needed.  

 

We collaborate with Colusa County Behavioral Health Department while mental health 

consultants provide observations and strategies that support classroom activities and 

individual behaviors. 

 Within our inclusive environments, children and families are eligible for referrals and 

additional support services. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

  

Early Head Start: 
¶ 99% of children received medical insurance 

¶ 100% of children found a medical home 

¶ 100% of children found a dental home 

¶ 80% of children were up to date on their Well Baby Exams 

¶ 94% of children were either up to date, received all possible 
immunizations, or were exempt 

¶ 100% received Vision and Hearing Screenings 

EHS Home Based 

Educators provided services 

to pregnant women 

including:  

Á Prenatal & Postpartum 

Information 

Á Nutrition  

Á Substance Abuse 

Prevention & Treatment 

Á Fetal Development 

Á Benefits of Breastfeeding  

Á Safe Sleep Practices 

Á Father Engagement 

 

Early Head Start 

welcomed five new 

babies this year! 
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òIt has helped me so that my 

children learn to write, colors, 

draw, paint, and discipline.ó 
         

A parent quote from the 

Early Head Start Home Based Program. 

 

 

Dental Screenings are 

conducted in preschool 

classrooms by our 

collaborative partner,  

Nancy Read, BS, 

RDH, Childrenõs Oral 

Health Outreach 

Coordinator, with 

Northern Valley Indian 

Health, at no 

additional cost. 

Head Start: 

¶ 97% of children received medical insurance 

¶ 99% of children found a medical home 

¶ 98% of children found a dental home 

¶ 84% of children were up to date on their Physician Exams 

¶ 98% of children were either up to date, received all possible immunizations, or 
were exempt 

¶ 94% of children received preventative dental care from a professional dentist 

¶ 81% of children completed dental exams and 61% of children completed dental 

treatment follow-up 
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Enrollment and Attendance            

Our program received Early Head Start/Head Start 

funding to provide services to 168 children.  We provide 

services to 62 children in Early Head Start and 106 

children in Head Start. 

This yearõs Cumulative total number of children served 

through EHS:  91 children and for HS:  121 children 

 

 

 
 

Our Average Enrollment was 99%  

 

Percentage of eligible children served 

off, Centralized Eligibility Waitlist 

90% 

Eligibility for Early Head 

Start and Head Start 

programs are dependent on the 

following criteria: 

Á Federal Poverty 

Guidelines 

Á Special Needs 

Á Status of Foster Child 

Á Homelessness 

Á Recipient of Public 

Assistance 

A Centralized Eligibility List 

is maintained and prioritized 

for each funded program 

option in Colusa County. 

 

 

 

 

 

Head Start Eligibility  

        17.8% of children served had an IEP or IFSP 

 

άThis program has helped my 

family have a less stressful 

week so my husband can work 

and I can attend school full 

time.  Also, it helps knowing 

heõs in an environment where 

he is learning and being social 

with other children.ó 

Colusa Childrenõs Center 

parent. 



9 
 

òI just love the interaction between the staff and the children, and my child loves 

to attend the program every day.ó 
        A Parent Quote:  Williams Preschool Learning Center 

 

 

It is the Little Things That Make a Big Difference! 
 

     
 

 

 

 

Our Vision 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÅÓÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÅÁÒÌÉÅÓÔ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÉÎ ÃÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓȢȱ 
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And Literacy for Alló Initiative         

 
CCOE began the òAnd Literacy for Alló countywide Initiative to enhance bilingual early 

literacy for all children and families who reside in Colusa County at no cost. 

 

Comprehensive early learning achievement is accelerated through Footsteps2Brilliance, a 

bilingual mobile literacy program that helps children become proficient readers by 3rd grade.   

Children are engaged through interactive books, songs, and games that can be read in either 

English or Spanish.  Research shows parents who spend 15 minutes per day using 

Footsteps2Brilliance with their children, will see academic progress in vocabulary and critical 

thinking skills!  

 

Collaboration with local school personnel, community business partners, and parents were 

included in the development of school readiness goals.  Our preschool classrooms are enhanced 

with a 70-inch interactive screen system that includes speakers, childrenõs IPads, and 

headphones for hands on learning. 

 

 


